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Behavioral Health: A National Priority



SAMHSA Priorities and Cross-Cutting Principles



Factors Affecting Mental Illness & Addiction



Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders in America: 2021



Substance Use and Older Adults

9
.

Figure 2. Drug overdose death rates among those aged 15 and over, by selected age group:  
United States, 1999 2019
Hedegaard H, Miniño AM, Warner M. Drug overdose deaths in the United States, 1999 201
NCHS Data Brief, no 394. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 2020.



Serious Mental Illness (SMI) in Past Year: Among Adults Aged 18+



Effects of COVID-19 on Behavioral Health



Increasingly Diverse and Aging Population



Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act



Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training Program (CCP)



Disaster Technical Assistance Center (DTAC)



Disaster Behavioral Health Planners Resource Portal



SAMHSA Training Centers  
to Support Providers



Center of Excellence for Building Capacity in Nursing Facilities to Care  
for Residents with Behavioral Health Conditions







Register here:  
https:/ /www.catch-onlearn.com

Learn more here:  
https:/ /bit.ly/MHcertificate





Additional SAMHSA Resources



Suicide Prevention Toolkits



Resources in Promoting Emotional Health and Preventing Suicide:  
A Toolkit for Senior Centers



Psychosocial Interventions for Older Adults  
with Serious Mental Illness



Opioids and Substance Use:  
Toolkit for Improving Practice (TIP)



Additional SAMHSA Materials
for Professionals Serving Older Adults



Thank You

Dennis O. Romero, MA
Regional Director

DHHS Region II
(NJ, NY, PR, US Virgin Islands and

the Federally Recognized Tribes in the Northeast)

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

dennis.romero@samhsa.hhs.gov

www.samhsa.gov

SAMHSA Regional Office

988  1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727) 1-800-487-4889 (TDD

Behavioral Health is Essential to Health Prevention Works Treatment is Effective People Recover






























